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up in Lorraine. The news of the threatened invasion in 1124
roused both the martial and the royal spirit in Louis; he
issued a general summons to the chief vassals of the kingdom^
the first that had been issued for many years, and the
remarkable response to the summons (even Theobald of Blois
brought a contingent) was therefore the more impressive.
It frightened the Emperor, so that he withdrew without
risking a battle, and it greatly increased the prestige of Louis,
who had revived with such success the sovereign powers of
the king of France and inflicted an unprecedented humiliation
on the ruler of Germany. The next year, however, was less
fortunate for him. Hugh, who had been count of Champagne Champagne
for thirty-five peaceful but quite inglorious years, in which the and J?1^.13
only incidents were his quarrels with his two wives and the
three pilgrimages he made to the Holy Land, died during the
last of these in 1125. His nephew, Theobald of Blois, suc-
ceeded him and so reunited Blois and Champagne once more.
This turbulent vassal was now master of the territories to the
east as well as to the west of the royal domain, and was
therefore a greater danger than ever.
A much more serious blow to Louis occurred in 1127 when The Anglo-
the king of England and the count of Anjou renounced their ^^™e
enmity and formed a marriage alliance. Henry I had already, alliance
before the battle of Bremule, weaned Fulk from his French
allegiance by the proposal of a marriage between his son
William and Fulk's daughter. This came to nought when
William was drowned in 1120 ; to add to Henry's difficulties,
his second marriage failed to provide him with a male heir.
He had a daughter, the empress Matilda, and, since Henry V
died childless in 1125, he was able to recall her to England.
First of all he persuaded his barons in 1127 to accept her as
their future sovereign, and then he arranged her marriage
with Geoffrey, son and heir of Fulk. The marriage took place
in 1128, and in 1129 Fulk went on pilgrimage to the Holy
Land x and resigned his county to Geoffrey. The effect of
the marriage was not immediately felt, for both Henry and
Matilda quarrelled with Geoffrey, and the English barons
heartily disliked the idea of a feminine ruler. But the ulti-
mate result was the union of Anjou, Maine, and Normandy
1 Where he married the daughter of the king of Jerusalem, Baldwin II,
and succeeded his father-in-law as king in 1131.
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